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Whatsapp your details and 
email address to 082-460-8662 
to join the VVRA council issues 
groups and Alert groups.

Let’s stand together and work together......

Dear Vorna Valley Residents
Tuesday, 21st July saw our longest night and shortest day and winter has settled in.  We are all wrapped 
up in our winter woollies, keeping warm, but with the colder weather comes the frustration of our old 
infrastructure failing us.  Water leaks, power outages,  more potholes, and worst of all, fires in our Vlei.   
Please be vigilant of fires in the Vlei and call the Fire Station immediately to report it.

FOR REPORTING FIRES
Do not to phone the fire station directly, but to call the Control Centre on 011-375-5911 (Toll Free: 
10177 (land line) or 112 (cell)) from there the dispatchers will send a vehicle that is available.  
The control centre is an auto answer and have never waited more than 10 seconds to speak to a call 
taker.  
A number of fire stations do not have fire vehicles at the moment and if a call is received there they 
have to call it in to the Control Centre so that another station can be dispatched, this wastes time and 
causes unnecessary delays.

Please diarise 16 August 2017 when we will be having our AGM.  More details to follow 
shortly.
Also 23 September for our yearly Vlei Clean-up.

We would like to welcome Danny Maduray of Ria Sebetsa onboard with his sponsorship towards a 
cleaner.

Please don’t
forget to

R E C Y C L E ! !

We would like to let all residents 
know that the Swiss Country 
Club on Moerdyk Street is not 
just for members.  Anyone can 
go there for a good meal.  They 
support the VVRA and it would 
be wonderful if residents support 
them.

Email: courier@hot.co.za 
or phone Wolfgang
on 082 561 0063

Security Cameras for Vorna Valley

The VVRA helped to bring Fibre to the Home to Vorna Valley, and therefore, due to the increase in 
crime, the VVRA’s project for 2017 - 2018 is to bring security cameras to Vorna Valley.  The VVRA has 
had meetings with relevant companies and SAPS and as several areas in Midrand and around Midrand  
are or want to get involved, we are hoping to find sponsors and to get everyone involved in this project 
so that we can start to see a decrease in crime.

Anyone that knows of companies in and around Midrand that may be willing to give sponsorship to the 
installation and running of these “intelligent cameras” please contact us on info@vvra.co.za.

We also ask any residents who want to get involved with our neighbourhood patrols, to please contact 
us so that we can all work towards making our areas safer and hopefully crime free.  

https://www.facebook.com/VornaValleyRA/
https://twitter.com/valleyvorna
http://www.vvra.co.za
mailto:info%40vvra.co.za?subject=
mailto:courier%40hot.co.za?subject=Swiss%20Club


Vorna Valley’s
Handyman

All kinds of handyman & repair 
work – Free quotes 

•	 No callout fee – Quality work 
– Reasonable prices 

•	 Workmanship guaranteed 
– References available 
 

 
Luke  076 970 3512 
and    082 335 2260

Illegal Outdoor Advertising
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City of Joburg has had public meetings with all the areas in Region A to ammend the by-laws regarding 
outdoor advertising.  Illegal advertising has gotten out of hand and the culprits get away with it, but not 
for long. Approximately 80% of outdoor advertising is illegal, and City of Joburg is robbed of millions of 
rands in lost revenue every year. 
We would like to remind illegal advertisers that the VVRA and the cleaner WILL continue to take down 
illegal signs and hand them over to JMPD.  Over 10 illegal trailer ads were removed in Midrand by JMPD 
and owners there of were fined.
We will not tolerate illegal signs of any nature and if an ad DOES NOT have a council sticker on it, 
residents are welcome to removed them immediately, as they are illegal.

Illegal Dumping

Illegal Dumping will also not be tolerated.  Residents are asked to please read the by-laws regarding the 
use of council owned pavements for dumping building rubble, garden rubble and building materials.

If you are busy building, kindly first make the effort to go to the walk in centre to apply for a permit to keep 
building materials and rubble on your pavement while building.

The VVRA reports any dumping on pavements of any nature to JMPD who come out to investigate and 
inquire if a permit was obtained.  If not, JMPD will issue a notice to remove such dumping and if not 
removed within 48 hrs fines will be imposed.

If you see dumping on pavements please report it to 082 779 1361 via whatsapp with a photo and 
accurate address.

Informal Recycling in Vorna Valley

“To the Midrand Reporter:
Your article under the headline “Ward councillor to approach MMC to resolve waste dump problem in 
Vorna Valley” is factually incorrect and misleading, as it implies that the waste problem is entirely created 
by squatters. This is simply not true.
The pictures published were taken by a resident to illustrate how informal recyclers, which incidentally 
are supported and praised by the City of Joburg, are using open spaces in the area to store and sort 
recycled material. In the pictures the large bags used by the recyclers are clearly visible, as well as 
Pikitup supplied bags used by residents who are part of the Separation at Source initiative. These bags 
containing sorted recyclable materials are collected by informal recyclers before Pikitup can collect them.

The uncontrolled recyclers also 
create further environmental 
issues by removing recyclable 
materials out of Wheely bins left 
outside on garbage collection 
days. These bins are simply 
emptied on pavements or roads. 
In some cases the recyclable 
material is removed, and the 
rest of the contents of the bins 
left on pavements. It is then left 
for residents to clean, as Pikitup 
only collects garbage in bags.
Some items like paper and 
plastic bags are blown away by 
the wind and just left behind by 
the recyclers. This problem is 
clearly evident at complexes, 
where, despite a number of pilot 

projects, the city still not have a Separation at Source solution. The result of this is that in most cases the 
remainder of the rubbish is hosed of the pavement or road. This then ends up in the storm water system, 
which flows into our wetlands and streams. It also create blockages which council then have to clear. 

Place your ad here

Small Ad : R85/month

Place your ad here

Small Ad : R50/month
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Recycling in Numbers
According to the International Waste Licence Database, recycling:  
Recycling one aluminum can save enough energy to run a 100W 
lightbulb for 20 hours, a computer for 3 hours and a TV for 2 hours The 
material can be recycled forever without 
compromising its quality.

Recycling one ton of mixed paper saves 
the energy equivalent of 700 litres of oil, 
while recycling one glass bottle can light a 

100W lightbulb for 4 hours or run a computer for 30 minutes.

Recycling one million laptops can save enough energy to power over 3 000 
homes in a year and recycling one million cellphones allows the recovery of 
16 000g of copper, 317kg of silver, 34kg of gold and 14.5kg of palladium.

You can hand in electronic goods for recycling at a disposal unit at Makro in Woodmead (on the left as 
you drive in).

The City of Johannesburg with a population of about 5 million, produces nearly 6 000 tonnes of waste a 
day and costs Pikitup R569 million per year to clean up littering and illegal dump sites.
Extract from article in Sunday Times “Green” supplement.

Rubbish left on pavements also attracts 
rats and other scavengers.
The City of Joburg is fully aware of the 
Informal Recycling problem. In an article 
published on their website on 7 March 
2017, under the title ‘Jozi waste pickers 
go back to basics to keep city clean’, the 
following is said:
‘Residents have been complaining that 
when waste pickers collect refuse from 
bins, they often discard the remaining or 
unrecyclable items onto the pavements. 
The garbage is then washed down the 
drains by rains, clogging the drainage 
system and polluting streams and rivers.
In many cases, it also results in 

unsanitary conditions, which are in turn exacerbated by rains. Polluted water flowing from waste dumps 
and disposal sites can also lead to serious pollution of surface water and the environment.
“Flies and mosquitoes breed in some constituents of solid wastes. They are also very effective vectors 
that spread diseases,” said Environmental Health Practitioner Amanda Mabikwana during the campaign.
She said another challenge was that 
some of the informal waste recyclers 
did not comply with relevant health 
regulations.”
Apart from the obvious environmental 
issues, uncontrolled informal recycling 
also create socio-economic and Security 
issues. I have personally witnessed 
recyclers physically fighting over 
‘ownership’ of bins. Residents have also 
been verbally abused and threatened 
when they confront recyclers about 
their unacceptable behaviour. Women, 
sometimes with babies or small children 
sitting on pavements from before 
sunrise until long after dark, waiting for 
the ‘Bakkie guy’ to collect the recyclable 
material from them. It will also be interesting to know how these recyclers actually gets paid, as they do not 
personally take their bags to Recycling companies. Are they paid a flat rate by the ‘Bakkie guy’?

Place your ad here

Small Ad : R50/month

Place your ad here

Small Ad : R35/month

Place your ad here

Small Ad : R85/month

New Townhouse Forum for Vorna Valley

A new Townhouse Forum is being established for Vorna Valley and we would appreciate it if anyone who 
is a Trustee or a managing agent for a complex to email info@vvra.co.za with your contact details, so 
that this Forum can communicate with you directly.
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Invasive Species

Common name: Moth catcher 
Scientific name: Araujia serifera (Asclepiadaceae)
Alternative common names: Motvanger (Afrikaans)

A vigorous climber with milky sap growing to 5m or higher. 
Leaves are dark green and smooth above and pale green or 
whitish below with short, dense hairs. White, cream or pale pink 
flowers appear from November to April. Green, spongy fruits 
which turn brown and woody and split to release numerous 
blackish seeds. Poisonous, causing skin irritation.

Additional Info
Where does this species come from?
South America
What is its invasive status in South Africa?
Existing legislation: CARA 2002 – Category 1 NEMBA – Category 1b
Where in South Africa is it a problem?
Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, Western Cape, Free 
State, Gauteng and Mpumalanga
How does it spread?
Dispersal of blackish seeds.

Why is it a problem?
Overtops and smothers other species and produces poisonous milky latex and seeds.
What does it look like?
General description: A vigorous climber with milky sap growing up to 5m or higher. Leaves: Leaves 

are dark green and smooth above and pale green or whitish below 
with short, dense hairs. Flowers: White, cream or pale pink flowers 
appearing from November to April. Fruit/seeds: Green, spongy fruits 
which turn hard brown and woody capsules split to release numerous 
blackish, poisonous seeds.
Does the plant have any uses?
Planted as an ornamental.

Plant me instead alternatives
Traveller’s joy (Clematis brachiata), flowering ivy (Senecio macroglossus), starry wild jasmine (Jasminum 
multipartitum)

From: http://www.invasives.org.za/legislation/item/227-moth-catcher-araujia-serifera

http://www.invasives.org.za/legislation/item/227-moth-catcher-araujia-serifera


Our Sponsors
Wendy Redl from Harcourts Residential Properties sponsored the garden and balls 
on Greig street and one day a week for a cleaner, and bottled water for the Vlei 
Clean up  - 2016.

Steven McLaren of Platinum Residential sponsors one day a week for a cleaner and 
Platinum sponsored the garden on Harry Galaun/Elizabeth Fry.

The Vorna Valley Shopping Centre sponsors one day a week for a  cleaner to keep 
the shopping centre’s pavement clean and tidy.

Heaven’s Kitchen supplies our cleaners with lunch

Midway Mica sponsors locks for the Vorna Valley 
Vlei from time to time and the loan of their bolt 
cutter.

Paul Mann of AV Unlimited supplied the sound 
system for our 2015 and 2016 AGM.
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Netcare 911 supported our yearly Vlei Clean-up 
2015 and 2016

TRSS sponsored security for our yearly Vlei Clean-up 2016.

ADT sponsors one day a week for a cleaner.

The Vorna Valley SPAR sponsored cooldrinks for our yearly Vlei Clean-up 2016.

Mark McDonald of Firzt Realty sponsored gloves at the Vlei Clean Up 2016 and 
sponsors one day a week for a cleaner.

Danny Maduray of Ria Sebetsa sponsors one 
day a week for a cleaner

Veggie Divine Foods sponsored the replacement 
gate to the Vorna Valley Vlei on le Roux Ave.



Would you like to place an ad in our monthly Newsletter?

Please contact info@vvra.co.za

Half Page : R400/month  - Full Page : R800/month

Small Ad : R50/month

Small Ad : R35/month

Small Ad : R50/month

Small Ad : R85/month

Quarter Page : R200/month.
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