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As we step into 2021, after surviving 2020 with the COVID-19 pandemic, lock downs, load shedding, and 
many trials to test us, we have to keep a positive mind set to make sure we survive 2021.

We can no longer sit back and watch as our suburb slowly continues to be neglected due to posible bad 
management, corruption, and willfull neglect. We need to keep council and councilors accountable for 
making sure that our money is spent properly in the necessary areas of neglect.

We urge residents to continue reporting problems and issues to council.  All the contact details are in the 
newsletter below.  Time of just complaining and not reporting are over.  If you see something, report it to 
council and let the VVRA know so that we can escalate and follow up.  

One person makes a small difference, so imagine what many residents can do if they all stand together.

Having had COVID-19, I can tell you, life changes and things change as to how you look at your life style.  
Many still think COVID-19 is a conspiracy theory, many still think they have the answer to the cure, many still 
disregard wearing masks, sanitising constantly, and keeping a safe distance away from crowds.  There is no 
such thing as “I wont get it”  In the long run, if you read what WHO is saying and all the information they pass 
on to us, we will all get it at some stage of our lives, and we need to be prepared.

We therefore ask that if you share information, to please verify it first before posting it.  Nothing more 
dangerous than false information.

#WearAMask and protect your loved ones from COVID-19.

But to break the chains of transmission, we must also:

-Keep physical distance

-Keep our hands clean

-Keep away from big crowds

-Keep covering your mouth and nose when coughing

-Keep windows open as much as possible

https://www.facebook.com/WHO/

Stay Safe and be aware of your surroundings.
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Property News

Some of the banks are now offering a full home loan (100%) and including costs (transfer 
and bond registration costs) i.e.  105% or 110% bonds; there are limitations and 
generally this is for First Time Home Buyers.

Obviously there is a strict criteria to 100% and higher percentage bonds and the bank has to find value in the property for the 
purchase price that one paid.  There are also restrictions on this offer i.e.  none of the banks will include costs on vacant land or on 
building bonds.

There is also a maximum purchase price, the highest being R 1 799 999,00 (Standard Bank) and a minimum bond amount. There is 
also a minimum and maximum Income allowed for the ‘costs inclusive’ bonds.

These are some actions by the banks to encourage home ownership and make it easier for buyers to get into the property market 
instead of renting.

Indigenous Trees
 
A small tree which forms a 
rounded crown of mildly 
glossy blue-green foliage. 
The grey-brown bark is often 
streaked. Masses of fragrant, 
pinkish-mauve flowers 
forming a pompon-like cluster 
grace this tree in the flowering 
season. ECOLOGICAL 

BENEFITS: 
The flowers attract butterflies and many other insects

MAINTENANCE: 
Low maintenance. For best flowering results, feed with slow release 3:1:5 at 6 week intervals 
throughout the growing season.

WATER REQUIREMENTS: 
Water moderately in summer.

From: http://www.plantbook.co.za/dais-cotinifolia/

Dais cotinifolia

POMPON TREE 
(E) KANNABAS, 
BASBOOM (A) 
INTOZANE (X) 
INTOZANE-
EMNYAMA (Z)

NATIVE TO 
SOUTHERN 
AFRICA

TREE NO.: 521

Vachellia karroo

Common names 
in various 
languages 
include Acacia, 
Common acacia, 
Karoo thorn, 
Doringboom, 
Soetdoring, Cape 
gum, Cassie, 
Piquants blancs, 
Cassie piquants 
blancs, Cockspur 
thorn, Deo-
babool, Doorn 
boom, Kaludai, 
Kikar, Mormati, 
Pahari Kikar, 
uMga and Udai 
vel.

RSA Tree No. 172

It is a shrub or small to medium-sized tree 
which grows to height of 12m. Vachellia 
karroo has a rounded crown, branching 
fairly low down on the trunk. It is variable 
in shape and size, reaching a maximum of 
about 12m where there is good water. The 
bark is red on young branches, darkening 
and becoming rough with age. Sometimes 

an attractive reddish colour can be seen in the deep bark fissures The 
leaves are finely textured and dark green. The abundant yellow flowers 
appear in early summer, or after good rains. The seed pods are narrow, 
flat and crescent shaped. They are green when young becoming brown 
and dry. The pods split open allowing the seeds to fall to the ground. The 
thorns are paired, greyish to white and are long and straight.

Vachellia karroo has a life span of 30–40 years and is an adaptable pioneer, 
able to establishing itself without shade, shelter or protection from grass fires. Once over a year old, seedlings can resprout after 
fire. Several fungi are associated with this tree and the crown of mature trees may be parasitized by various mistletoes, leading 
to the tree’s decline. This tree has a long taproot which enables it to use water and nutrients from deep underground, this and 
its ability to fix nitrogen, lead to grasses and other plants thriving in its shade.

From: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vachellia_karroo

Bolusanthus 
speciosus

FABACEAE (PEA 
SUBFAMILY - 
POD-BEARING 
FAMILY)

TREE 
WISTERIA (E) 
VANWYKSHOUT 
(A) UMHOLO (Z)

TREE NO.: 222

An attractive deciduous tree which is 
stunning in spring when it is densely 
covered in drooping sprays of mauve, 
sweetpea-like flowers.   It has a rounded 
crown of weeping foliage.   The leaves 
are alternate, compound and glossy 
green.  The bark is rough, dark brown 
and longitudinally fissured.  The fruit is a 
flat, narrow pod that is borne in hanging 
clusters.

ECOLOGICAL BENEFITS: Attracts birds and 
butterflies.

NATURAL HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Bush veld and wooded grassland.

MAINTENANCE: Low maintenance.  

Protect young trees from frost.

WATER REQUIREMENTS: Water moderately when young.

GARDEN THEMES: Bushveld, country, woodland

LANDSCAPING USES: This tree makes a lovely focal point in a home garden. It is well suited as a street tree, for office complexes 
and schools.

From: http://www.plantbook.co.za/bolusanthus-speciosus/
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Would you like to place an ad in our monthly Newsletter?

Half Page : R400/month 

Full Page : R800/month 

Please contact info@vvra.co.za

Quarter Page : R200/month.

Small Ad : R85/month

Small Ad : R50/month

Small Ad : R35/month

Small Ad : R50/month
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