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Whatsapp your details and 
email address to 082-460-8662 
to join the VVRA council issues 
groups and Alert groups.

Let’s stand together and work together......

Dear Vorna Valley Residents
We hope that you all enjoyed all the long weekends 
and returned home safely.  

We would like to do “Street clean-ups” from time to 
time where our cleaner doesn’t get to such areas. 
This will entail picking up of litter, cutting grass 
where needed, and general cleaning up of areas 
that need a bit of attention.  

We would then arrange a Saturday where residents 
can come and assist with these “Street clean-ups”. 
Any suggestions and volunteering for such areas 
can be emailed to info@vvra.co.za. Let’s work 
together and keep Vorna Valley clean.

We would also like you to diarise 23 September 
2017 for our annual Vlei clean-up.  More 
information will be given out closer to the time.  
Those companies wanting to sponsor this event 
are welcome to email info@vvra.co.za.

We attended the first IDP meeting as did a few 
other Vorna Valley residents, and I, myself came 
away with mixed feelings.

I do, however, believe that most residents in 
Midrand are fed up with the lack of infrastructure 
upgrades and want to see new development put to 
a halt until our infrastructure has been upgraded.  
Developers seem to over ride any objections 
residents have to new developments and do as 
they please.  Support from council is very low and 
our pleas and cries often go unheard.

We have three (3) new developments in the 
pipe line in Vorna Valley.  Hoogenhout/Pannevis, 
Allandale/Harry Galaun/Pretorius and Pretorius/
Jose/Langeveld.

These new developments will put so much more 
strain onto our infrastructure, our roads, that already 
can not cope, will become a nightmare to use 
and the deterioration of our already deteriorated 
roads will increase, leaving us with more and more 
potholes and bad road surfaces.

Our sewerage system, which is old and constantly 
blocked, spilling raw sewerage into our properties, 
onto our roads and into the Vlei will become a 
major health risk. JWater are always doing their 
best to have sewerage and water leaks seen to as 
soon as possible.

Not to talk about the rising crime and by-laws that 
are broken and not dealt with.  Every single day we 
hear about a crime that has been committed in our 
area.  Every day people complain about by-laws 
that have been broken, be it of people not stopping 
at stop streets, taxis driving on the wrong side of 
the road, illegal signs etc.

Then we have City Power, and even though the 
new manager does his best to attend to matters, 
we are still constantly having to report open power 
boxes.  The open boxes are a security risk to the 
residents, giving anyone access to switch off a 
resident’s power, leaving their home vulnerable to 
criminals.

Pikitup go out of their way to resolve issues as best 
they can, but if trucks keep on breaking down and 
you are short staffed, it isn’t easy for them.

We ask that each and everyone take the 
below survey so that we can fight to Stop new 
development, and have infrastructure upgrades 
done first.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2WZFBK3

Please don’t
forget to

R E C Y C L E ! !

We would like to let all residents 
know that the Swiss Country 
Club on Moerdyk Street is not 
just for members.  Anyone can 
go there for a good meal.  They 
support the VVRA and it would 
be wonderful if residents support 
them.

Email: courier@hot.co.za 
or phone Wolfgang
on 082 561 0063

To be quite frank, council has no money to 
attend to our issues immediately.  The budget for 
2016/2017 has been depleted and we now wait 
for the 2017/2018 budget in July 2017. 
Let’s wait and see what surprises the new budget 
brings us.

CITY PARKS:
Please continue to send emails to Carol 
at carolbarnes1001@gmail.com if trees 
need trimming in your area as well as 
areas where the grass is long and needs 
cutting.

We ask that each resident, complex and 
business keep their own pavements neat and 
tidy.  The long grass is a haven for criminals 
to hide in and attack pedestrians and vehicles.

JRA:
Please report pot holes to JRA at 011 
298 5001 or hotline@jra.org.za and 
copy info@vvra.co.za in on your email or 
download the JRA find and fix ap on your 
cell phone to report JRA issues.   (http://

www.jra.org.za/find-and-fix-mobile-app).
Sand and debris on our roads still haven’t been 
attended to, nor have blocked or broken stormwater 
drains been attended.

JWATER:
JWater have attended to several 
water and sewerage leaks.  It is very 
important to report water and sewerage 

leaks to JWater.  Water is precious and we need 
to insure that water leaks are repaired as soon as 
possible.  Sewerage leaks are a great concern 
and we ask that they are reported immediately.  
Sewerage leaks run into our Vlei water, polluting 
the Vlei , leaving a stench in the air.  
Please report water leaks and sewerage leaks to 
011 375 5555 or customer@jwater.co.za as soon 
as possible and whatsapp the details and ref. no. 
to 082 460 8662 or in the VVRA council issues 
whatsapp groups. If you are not already on one of 
these groups, please whatsapp your full name, full 
address and email address to the above number.

CITY POWER:
George from City Power has 
been helpful in a few cases where 
residents had power issues. Several 

open power boxes were reported and were closed 
but this is an on going issue so please report 
open power boxes to info@vvra.co.za as soon 
as possible. Any power issues to be reported to 
011 375 5555 or https://za4.forcelink.net/forcelink/
customportal/cp_mdt/customerportal.html# and 

Work to be done by council in May 2017

https://www.facebook.com/VornaValleyRA/
https://twitter.com/valleyvorna
http://www.vvra.co.za
mailto:info%40vvra.co.za?subject=
mailto:courier%40hot.co.za?subject=Swiss%20Club
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Vorna Valley’s
Handyman

All kinds of handyman & repair 
work – Free quotes 

•	 No callout fee – Quality work 
– Reasonable prices 

•	 Workmanship guaranteed 
– References available 
 

 
Luke  076 970 3512 
and    082 335 2260

New developement in Vorna Valley

We All Stand Together.

Win or lose, sink or swim
One thing is certain we’ll 
never give in
Side by side, hand in hand
We all stand together
Play the game, fight the fight
But what’s the point on a 
beautiful night?
Arm in arm, hand in hand
We all stand together
La
Keeping us warm in the night
La la la la
Walk in the night
You’ll get it right
La
Keeping us warm in the night
La la la la
Walk in the night
You’ll get it right

Songwriters
Paul Mc Cartney;George 
Henry Martin

your ref. no to be sent to info@vvra.co.za or on 
the VVRA council issues whatsapp groups. 

PIKITUP:
Please get involved in the Separation 
@ Source in Vorna Valley with Pikitup. 
Collections for recycling bags are done 

every Wednesday. If you have not started recycling 
yet, please email Carol Thornton at secretary@
vvra.co.za.  Bags are supplied by Pikitup.
Any issues with bins not being emptied or 
recycling not being collected, please also email 
Carol Thornton.  When you report non collection 
to Carol, would you advise if it refers to the whole 
street or just your own house.  If the latter, please 
send her your street number.

PIKITUP BULKY WASTE SERVICE:
Get rid of unwanted bulk waste items with Pikitup 
in order to curb illegal dumping. This is a free 
service. You can log on to: http://www.pikitup.
co.za/customer-services/  register and log a call 
or call 087 357 1378 to request the bulky waste 
collection service. 
Midrand Pikitup collect once a month, last week of 
the month (Wednesday).

Bulky waste can include, but are not limited to: 
•Furniture;•Lamps;•Carpet (Roll carpet into a 
bundle 4 feet long by 2 feet in diameter and tie it 
with rope); 
•Mattresses;•Appliances that do not have 
refrigerants in them, like dishwashers and washing 
machines;
•Items which are too big to fit into a 240 Litre Bin.
Unacceptable Items:
Some items cannot be collected by Pikitup. This 
includes, but is not limited to:
◦Hazardous, flammable or explosive materials;
◦Auto parts and tyres;
◦Refrigerated appliances (refrigerators, freezers, 
dehumidifiers, heat pumps, water coolers and air 
conditioners); 

◦Garden waste, trees/branches and tree stumps;
◦Soil, animal faeces, and dead animals.

JMPD:
Illegal Signs:
Several residents help to take down 
illegal signs and report them to JMPD.  
Unfortunately JMPD don’t seem to take 

action so the culprits just keep on putting them 
up. Our cleaner continuously takes them down as 
well, but it is an ongoing battle.
Illegal trailer advertising is also not attended to by 
JMPD, but please do report them to info@vvra.
co.za, especially where they block a motorist view,  
too close to an intersection and too close to the 
road.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2WZFBK3
http://www.pikitup.co.za/customer-services/
http://www.pikitup.co.za/customer-services/
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For our little residents….  - by Fran
Lets find out about some of the birds that visit our homes – and lets start with the Hadeda Ibis

Appearance 

Hadeda ibis foraging on a lawn. Note the nictitating membranes that it closes 
as it swallows a large insect or snail.

The hadeda is a large (about 76 cm long), grey-to-partly brown species of 
ibis. It has a narrow, white, roughly horizontal stripe across its cheeks. This 
is sometimes called the “moustache” though it does not reach the mouth 
corners. The plumage over the wings has an iridescent purple sheen. The 
bird has blackish legs and a large grey-to-black bill with a red stripe on 
the upper mandible. The upper surfaces of the toes are of a similar red. 
The wings are powerful and broad, enabling quick take-offs and easy 
manoeuvring through dense tree cover.

Call

It has an extremely loud and distinctive “haa-haa-haa-de-dah” call—hence the name. The call is often heard when the birds are flying or 
are startled, or when the birds communicate socially, for example early in the morning in residential suburbs. While roosting they produce 
a single loud “haaaa”. When foraging, their contact call is a low growl similar to that made by a young puppy.

Habitat

The hadeda ibis is found throughout Sub-Saharan Africa in open grasslands, savanna and wetlands, as well as urban parks, school 
fields, green corridors and large gardens. This bird occurs in Sudan, Burundi, Ethiopia, Senegal, Uganda, Tanzania, Gabon, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Gambia, Kenya, Somalia, Botswana, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and South Africa.

Diet

It feeds mainly on earthworms, using its long scimitar-like bill to probe soft soil. It also eats larger insects, such as the Parktown prawn, 
as well as spiders and small lizards. These birds also favour snails and will feed in garden beds around residential homes. They are 
particularly welcomed on bowling and golf greens because they are assiduous in extracting larvae of moths and beetles that feed on the 
roots of the grass. It is not clear how they detect these, but it seems likely that they can hear their chewing and digging
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011-375-5911
10177

Helpful Contacts:

0860 56 28 74
011-375-5555
info@pikitup.co.za
www.pikitup.co.za
joburgconnect@joburg.org.za

011-375-5555
customer@jwater.co.za
SMS 082-653-2143
Anonymous tip-offs
0800-00-25-87
sms charged at R1.50
anticorruption@tip-offs.com

Midrand Fire Department and
Ambulance
011-375-5911
10177

0860 56 28 74
011-712-6600
10177

0860 56 28 74
011-298-5001
hotline@jra.org.za

011-347-1600
Sector 2 SAPS 071-675-6110
Sector 2 SAPS 071-675-6111
Police Emergency - 10111
Capt Chetty - 076 419 1049

011-375-5555
0860 56 28 74
http://citypower.mobi
www.citypower.co.za and click
“Fault Reporting” 

Invasive Plants in South Africa

Common name: Canary bird bush 

Scientific name: Crotalaria agatiflora 

Alternative common names: Birdflower, bird 
flower, bird-flower, canary bird-bush, Queensland 
birdflower, rattlebox (English); voëltjiebos 
(Afrikaans)

Canary bird bush is an evergreen shrub 
characterised by flowers that look like a family of 
canaries perching on a branch. The yellow-green 
flowers bloom on flower stalks in the summer 
through autumn. The soft green leaves grow on 
branches that can get leggy with age, otherwise 
this plant can sprawl to 6m tall and wide.

Additional Info

Where does this species come from?
Native to tropical East Africa and north-east Africa 
(Tanzania and Kenya). 

What is its invasive status in South Africa?
NEM:BA Category 1b 

Where in South Africa is it a problem?
In South Africa it is present in Gauteng, North 
West, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, and KwaZulu-Natal 
provinces. 

How does it spread?

http://www.invasives.org.za/component/k2/item/489-canarybird-bush-crotalaria-agatiflora


Our Sponsors
Wendy Redl from Harcourts Residential Properties sponsored the garden and balls 
on Greig street and one day a week for a cleaner, and bottled water for the Vlei 
Clean up  - 2016.

Steven McLaren of Platinum Residential sponsors one day a week for a cleaner and 
Platinum sponsored the garden on Harry Galaun/Elizabeth Fry.

The Vorna Valley Shopping Centre sponsors one day a week for a  cleaner to keep 
the shopping centre’s pavement clean and tidy.

Heaven’s Kitchen supplies our cleaners with lunch

Midway Mica sponsors locks for the Vorna Valley 
Vlei from time to time and the loan of their bolt 
cutter.

Paul Mann of AV Unlimited supplied the sound 
system for our 2015 and 2016 AGM.
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Netcare 911 supported our yearly Vlei Clean-up 
2015 and 2016

TRSS sponsored security for our yearly Vlei Clean-up 2016.

ADT sponsors one day a week for a cleaner.

The Vorna Valley SPAR sponsored cooldrinks for our yearly Vlei Clean-up 2016.

Mark McDonald of Firzt Realty sponsored gloves at the Vlei Clean Up 2016 and 
sponsors one day a week for a cleaner.



Would you like to place an ad in our monthly Newsletter?

Please contact info@vvra.co.za

Half Page : R400/month  - Full Page : R800/month

Small Ad : R50/month

Small Ad : R35/month

Small Ad : R50/month

Small Ad : R85/month

Quarter Page : R200/month.
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